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LIFE OF HANDEL,

THE LIFB OF HANDEL. By Victom Bckeucner. 12ne,
42 Mason Brothers.

ll"il rarely that such a combination of artiatic
eothusisim sad literary persistence is applied toa
single volume as is displayed in the eomposition of
this work. M. Schcelcher is o Frenchman, probs-
bly of German descent, and eertainly of German
diligence and endurasce. e was forced by the
politiesl troubles of France to fird an asylumin
London, and during his retirement in that eity,
sought censolation in listening to the Oratorios of
Hande), whieh be had already learned to admire,
upon previous visits to Eogland, aud in the society
of classical amateurs at home. The wish grew up
to posress himself of all the works of the grea
eomposer from which he bad received so much de-
light, and in the proreeution of this purpose, he
became familisr with the various authors who have
made mention of Handel. He was not satisfied
with the eontributions to his biography with whieh
the public have hitherto been content, and deter-
mined fo make a new invealigation of the subject
from original sources. Afler three y&n‘ assiduous
study and labor, he completsd the present work,
whieh, although faulty and inartificial iu the details
of ite execotion, is a rich treasure-house of musiosl
mformation, and s singularly interesting biography
of 8 man who was no less remarkable for his par-
sonal obarseteristics than for his gifle aa & com:
poser and artist.

Handel was a native «f Halle in Germany and
was born Feb. 24, 16685, new style, or 1684, ao-
cordirg to the old reckoning in which the year
began in March—a faot which bas eseaped the
notice of his biograpber, who bas & page of dis-
quisition in regard to the discrepancy of the dates
8a given by previous writers. His father was an
honeat German surge m, who bad determined that
this son of bia old nge should be made s lawyer, and
waa greatly incensed when he began to give sigus of
& voeation of a widely different character. Theboy
had scareely learned to artionlate, when he uttered
musical sounds. As he grew older, his strong nata-
ral taste for music dieplayed itself so decidedly that
his father was unwilling to send him to  publie
schoo!, leat he should pay more attention to the
gamut than to grammar, He kept him away from
every place where be oculd hear music, forbade him
the slightest exercise of his gifte in that line, and
banished every kind of musieal instrament from the
bouse. But the cbild was too earnesily bent on the
indulgenee of his irrepressible iastinots not to find
means for the purpore. He prosured a clavichord,
the strings of which were banded with atrips of
list, in order to deaden the sourd, aud, coneealing
it im the garres, paid stealtby visits to it by night
whea the rest of the family were sslesp. Without
say guidasce or instruction, be found out the secret
of barmouje combinations by permitting bis little
fingers to wander over the key.board, and by the
time he wavseven years oM he discovered that he
kmew how to play on the spinet

His father was at Jast induced 10 respect the
genius of kia von by  little ineideos which oceurred
about this thme to open his eyes. While on & visit
o) ibe palace of Whe re guing Duke, in whose serv.
lee Hazdel bad » brothar who war valot-de-eham.
bre, o boy stole off o the organ in the ebapel,
and oould not keep his bands from tomching the
keye. The cariouity of the Dake was exsited to
know who was pliying the organ in that style.
The little artist was brought before him, in s terri-
ble fright; but the Duke trested him kindly, and
soon wob bis secret.  He then 1epreseated to his
father that it was & orime sguicat hamaaity to

thfle 20 much® genfus in ite birth, The old
doetor was quite astoished, but took the opic-
wn “ e Dake ns gospel snd promised %o
ave bin son every necemary fasility,  Oa retarn-
ing bome, Ls bept bin word, snd permitted the
youpg sepirent to take lessons of the organist of
Ahe catbedral ot Halle, Thie was o smateur of
Abe old wchool, full of burmony aud euthusinmm, ssd

-

sdoriog the fugue, the eanon, sed the counterpoint.
He scon disecovered the gemias of his pupil. His
firat tash wae fo give him an inkling of the genersl
privoiples of music. He thea Iaid before kim a
vast evlleclion of German snd Italian eomposilions
of different schools, and in every style, and of every
msster. They analyzed everything tigether. When
the pupil was abuut eight years old, the masier
wou'd set bim to write a ssered motet or cantata
weehly, and liese exercises continued for three
eonsecutive years. During these sfudies. the littie
Handel constantly practiced on the kirpaichord sod
learned te play tbe riolin, the organ, and especially
the kautboy, which at that time was his great:st
delight. It was not leng before he outatripped
his old maater, who, finding that be could teach him
nothing more, advised that he should be senito Ber-
lin. He secordingly went to that eity in 1696,
where Le bad the opportunity of hearing an excel-
lent opera, and all the most remarkable prodactions
of Italian music. Here he soon began to pass for
a prodigy. The Eleclor wished to send him to
Italy to eomplete his musieal education, but this
was not sgreeable to his father, and in about a year
be returned to Halle. The worthy doctor departed
this life soon after, leaving nothing to his son, wh
was now bound to look out for himself. Halle was
foe small te contain him. He longed for the sight
of Italy, but not baving the mesns to make such s
journey, he went to Hamburg in 1703, He en-
tered the German opers house in & subordinate ea-
pacity, but less through modesty than vanity, wish-
ing to give the publis a surprise by the discovery of
his abilities. He was now eighteen years of age, and
soon showed proof of gifts and attainments above his
years.

"About this time, the place of organist af Lubse
was opened for compelition, and aceompsnied by
his friend Matteaon, a young aotor and composer of
Hamburg, Handel went to eanvas for the vacancy.
But they found that it was s condition of the pro-
gramme, that the suocessful eandidate should marry
ths daugkter of the reliring organist. This was
not sgreeable to either parly, especially to Handel,
who pever manifested ary taste for matrimony;
snd they returned with dispatchto Hamburg. After
reeiding for about three years in that cify, he was
ensbled to sccomplish his wish of visiting Italy,
and in the Bummer of 1706, turned his ateps fo-
ward Florence, e remained in that city until the
end of the year, baving produced the opera of
* Rodrigo,"” for whieh the Grand Duke presented
bim with & service of plate and a liberal sum of
money. He subsequently visited Veaice, Rome,
and Naples, and fully entered cn his carcer as n
musical composer, His next step was to become
chapel- maater of the Court of Hanover, in the ser-
vice of the Elector George of Brunawick, who
afterward becsme George 1. of England. Hav.
ing here made the acquaintance of some British
poblemen, who pressed him to visit Eogland, be
decided to try his fortunes in that oountry, and
aceordipgly arrived in London at the close of 1710.
The fashionable world of London at that time was
greatly interested in Italisn muasie, but Handel
remsined there only six or seven monthr, being
recalled by his sovereign to his post at Hanover,
after the triumphant success of his first opera.
In the begioning of 1712, he obiained permis-
sion to re-visit England, and in Jaly, 1713,
the ““Te Deum” and the * Jubilate" were
performed for the first time, on an oosasion
of a public thankegiving for the peace of Ulrecht.
Havdel was now the ruling tosst. He bseame
such a favorite in London that he entirely
lost sight of the condition of his furlough, and
could not make up his mind to return to Hanover.
Upen the aceesmion of George 1. to the throme, in
1714, be could not at first forgive his truant chapel
master, but at length a truce was declared, the king
and composer sgain met on friendly terms, and
Handel was appointed music master to the daugh-
ter of the Prince of Wales, with pecuniary appoin}-
ments of the moat liberal cbaracter.

He now entered without obatacle upon the splen-
did musical career which baa scarcely fouwnd a
para'lel in the history of artists. His compositions
succeeded one anether with grest rapidity. IHe
was courted by the most distinguished personms in
the worlds of fashion and literature, and among
other marks of distinction was appointed chapel-
master to the Duke of Chandos, whose magnif-
cence was proverbial. His mode of life in the pal-
sce of this English Sybarite was highly agreeable
to bis taste. He was there thrown into the eom-
peny of Pope, Gay, Arbuthnot snd other visitors
of a similar stamp, whose piquasnt conversation
gave » great impules fo his mind, sod excited him
to freah exertions of his original and creative faucy.

His immente popularity eontinued for several
years. His theater was the eenter of universal st
traction, until st leogth the patural jealousy of
artists began fo find vent in cabals againet the
reignirg autoerat—the tide of fashion turned—and
by the year 1734, every upsiart followed in the
wake of the aristocraey in abusing one who had so

the popular idol. His enemies finally
triumpbed. Defeat succeeded defeat in the repre-
sentation of his productions, uatil he was compallad
to strike his flag. He bad exhausted all his re-
sources, be had spent the last penny of a large
fortame, be had involved himself deeplyin debt,
and was now obliged to close his theater and sus-
peed psyments,

The struggle, in which he had been so long en-
gaged, not only proved the ruin of his fortunss, but
undgrmined his robust German constitution. From
the Bpring of 1737, he began to show marks of de-
elining health, and not long after suffered an attask
of paralysis, sceompanied with emporary aberration
of mind. He was, however, restored in less than
six weeks by a visit to the waters of Aix La Cha-
pelle, and so prompt was the cure that the Catho-
lice of the place ssoribed it to a miracle.

With renovated health, Handel oontinued his
labors with his accustomed energy, but was unable
to retrieve bis ahattered fortunes. His enemics were
#till busy, aed their malignant efforts were not with-
out effect. He left London for a fime and repsired
to Dublin, where the ‘‘Messiah” was first per-
formed, April 13, 1742. The eritical potices of the
day speak of it *as the finest composition of music
that ever was heard, and the sacred words as
properly adapted for the occasion.” *‘The sub-
lime, the grand, and the tender, adspted to the
mest elerated, majestic, and moving words, gon-
spired to transport and cbarm the ravished heart
ard ear.” Crowds attended its performance, and
the adverlisements beseech *‘ihe Indies to come
without their boops.” According to » reoord in
Handel's bandwriting. the * Messiah"” wascompossd
in the izcredibly abort time of twocty-three days.
He waas then fifty-six years old, Apropos of this,
the author remarks:

It is & strapge pheromencr: when men of gepins
are to die yomg, they complete their wasterpisces at
orce. Mozart yielded up hie divice soul at 39; Re
phael pain‘ed " The 8 hool of Athevs " when he was
25, axd **The Trenstiguration”’ at 97: Paul Potter,
bie " Bull' wt .2, Roesich coxpuored ‘' Tae Barber of

Beville ' wher be was - ~ Wil "

834 allerward wrote no e 1 theve mes had s vd
looger, it would have been impossible for them to eur-
pase themealves. Great astists, on the other hend,
who ate deslined to bave Jovg Yvee, are siow lo pro-
ductics, or 1ather they produce thetr best thiogs ia the
decling of life, lh.ni.'l, composed his works
—*' The Funeral Actkem," ** lorael,” ** The Meseina. "
‘' Bamson,” ' The Dettingen Te Deum,” asd ' Judse
Macosbans "—after he was 52 years old. Ramesn
wat i when he began to write for the theater. Gluvk
bad not composed one of bis immorta' operas when be
was 50, Heydo was sn o'd man of 65 years when he
produced ** The Creation.” Marilly became Murillo
vely 8t 40 years of age. Poore:m was i when ke
painted *f 'l’h Deloge,” which i+ the most poetical'y
great of all his roble piotures, Micheal Angelo coun::d
more than 60 years when he enctusted his incompara-
ble fresco of ** The Las* Judgment  upon the walls of
the Bixtine Chapel, and he was =7 years old when he
raised the cupola of St. Peters to l{- heavens,

Amwong the tributes received by this oratorio was
rather s whimsical one from the famous preasher,
tke Rev, Jobn Newton, who published two emor-
meus volumes of sermons entitled, ‘‘ Mesainh :
Fifty Expository Disocurses on the Scriptaral Pas-
sages which form the subject of the celebrated
Ouatorio of Hacdel,” although the worthy man
confesses that he knew nothing of the ** celebrated
oratorio.” “1 have beten informed,” he says,
“‘{bat the music of the passage ‘He will dash
them in pieces,’ was so well adapted to the ides
which it expressed that it made the hearers tremble
with fear.”

In February, 1752, 1andel produced '* Jephths,”
which was destined to prove the swan-song of the
great composer. He bad slready esperienced
symptoms of blindness, and after submitting three
times to a painfol operation, he found that hia sight
was irrecoverably gone. **On the 27ib of Janus-
ry, 1763, & journal announced that ‘Mr. Hendel
bas at lengih, unhappily, lost his sight. Upon his
being couched some time since, he saw 1o well,
that his friends flattered themselves his sight was
reatored for » continuance; but a few days have
entirely put an end to their bopes.'"”

This terrible m'sfortune at firat afMicted him pro-
fourndly, but perceiving that the evil was without a
remedy, be resigned himself te his fate, and re-
solved to continue bis oratorio performsoces. He
thougbt ke eould oo longer preside on the organ on
account of bis blindness and ‘'sent for his pupil,
Christopber Smith, who was then traveling in
Fragee, ‘to amist bim ia the spproaching Lent
seascn.' Bmith quitted everything to please him,
and they began the season on the 9ih of Maroh,
1753, At each performance Handel played as usual
a concerto on the organ, which was, for the grest
mass of the publie, one ¢f the great atiraotions
offered on these oceasions. ‘Bamson,” one of his
favorite oaratorios, was in the programme of the
seazon,. In apite of all his moral energy, the au-
thor could no Listen untroubled to the pathetic air
of the sightless Hercules of the Hebrews, in which
be gave utteratce to his immense grief—* Total
eclipte! Nowsun, no moon!" Then it was that
they saw the grand old man, who was seated near the
orgap, grow pale and tremble, and when they led
him forward to the audience, which was applsud-
ing, many persona present were so foreibly affected
that they were moved even to tears.” Bmith pre-
sided at the organ during that year, but Handel re-
sumed it and did not again leave the post uantil the
close of his life.

In the Spring of 1750, on refurniog home from
the performance of the *‘ Messiah," he was seized
with uncommon exbaustion, mortal symptoms were
soen exbibited, and on the 1ith of April, cme
week from the first attack, he breathed his Inst,
baving just completed the seventy-fourth yesr of
his sge. 1e had lined to triumph, in a great
measure, over bis enemies. For the tea precediag
years he bad suffered little hostlity. The publie
waere more and mere atiracted to his performances,
the nobility confersed themselves vanquished by his
getiun, his music was admitted on all sides o be
unriva'ed in the world of art.

Handel was a man of a siogularly robust conski-
tution and of great muscu'ar vigor. In person he
was large snd portly. 1lis features were finely
marked, with rare beauty of expressiom. 1lia
month was small sud delieate, his eyes were bril-
liast, babitualiy opened wide, and full of animstion
and boldness. His short and prominent eyebrows,
like those of Bach and Beethoven, were theught by
physicgnomists to indicate profound thought. Like
almost all composers he had a decided tarn for
pleasant:y, His affected simplicity gave an exqui-
site zest to his conversation. No man ceuld tell a
story with more effect, although ke was apt to use
three or four langeages before he finished his narra-
tive. [Ilis wit, however, was without malice. Iis
stzokes drew no blood. ‘' He was,” says Buroey,
“ jmpetuous, rough, and peremptory in his maz-
ners and eonversation, but totally devoid of ill na-
tare or malevolence; indeed, there was su
original bumor and pleasantry in his most live-
Iy sallies of apger and impaticnce which, with
bis broken English, were extremely risible.”
His love of bumor was combined with great
pride of character. He never became familiar
with bis associates, even in his gayest moods. He
was very abeent. and had a habit of talking to him.
seld, though in so lond a tone of voice, that it was
easy to learn the subject of bis soliloquies.

Once there was brought to him a young maa
whose faste for musie and good dispositions had
been praited greatly. But the Iad ran away, and
on the mext day the forsaken protector was heard
communiog with himeelf, as he $ook his walk ia
Hyde Park, ** Der teefel ! de fater was desheeved;
de mutter was desheeved; but I was not de-
sheeved; be 1s eint t—d schountrel and eoot for nut-
ting."” He bad adopted the disgusting custom of the
fashiorable world of Lis day, of interlarding all con-
versaticn with oaths. His religious sentiments do
not appear to kave been very atrong, His nature
was geperous, and he was always redy to give,
even when om akort allowance himsell, At the
same time, he had an arbitrary dispesition, he
was imperious in his bearing, jealous of his
musical preeminence and impatient of rivalry.
One day be said of Gluck (who wes then, it is
true, only begioning), that ‘“he knows uo
more «f counterpoint as mein oook;” but he
nnid it epeply, with bis usud brusqueris.
But he was free from all freachery, all petiy
management. He never played a double part. He
had no love of notoriety, and with all his pride,
showed little professional vanity. ‘*But there is
unbappily a great defect to be set against the noble
qualities of Handel. lle was of sn excessively
violent character. For the alightes’ reasona he be-
came fearfully enraged. One day, De. Morell rep-
resented to him ibat the music of an air did mot
exachly rexder 1he sezse of the words; whereupon
Handel instantly flew info 8 most foolish passion,
and cried out, with the asger of insulted pride:

1 Vat, you teach me music! De muis, Bir, ish
gbcd music. It is your words ish bad Hear de
passage again,’ repesting it vebemently on the
aarpaichord  ‘Dere: go you, make vords to dat
wusie.’” The Dactor escaped as soon oa he could,
for {here is po ressoning with a whitlwind., Maoy
otber exnmples of these ebu'liticos of tzmper are

quoted, and they are all quite se unressosable; but
they subsided sv quickly as they came. It was
whoily s matier of temperament, and never caueed
barm foany ose. In The Ancedoies of Hondel we
sre told thas * be was irrascible but not vindietive,’
snd he aflerward repaired his fault with the crestest
frankness.”

One evezing, in 1718, a! the house of Big. Frasi,
whither be bad brought a duet of Judas Maccabmas,
be was accomparyiog the sorgetress and Bursey, who
wade out the musie a8 well na they coald, when sud-
Mr.nluﬂlh?lﬂll? Hazdel flew inlo & rage,
ard scelded Burney rouncly. The latter who was
then very yerL:‘ud an earnest admirer of the groat
man, was teniied; but nevertheless, in the midst of
the tempest, be ventured to suggest that thers might
be scaee errer in the lﬁbr:'{-y. Whereapon Haedsl,
still violently enraged, ed at it, *“ and then ia-
si-tt.‘? with the gresteel good humor and humility,

id, " 1peg your barton, I am 8 very odd toc; Maishtat
Schmitt ls to plame.” Burney, who amnses himasl(
with preserving that German socent, which Ilandel
ap;a:- pever 1o bave lost, relates another anscdote
of this suddenness of temper, Carestini, who was,
pevariheless, & good muscian, took it into his head to
send back the air in Alcina, “ Verdi prati,” as not
suited to bim. On receiving this message, Flandel be-
came furicus, ran to the homse of the artist, and mo-
costed him thus: ** You tee! don't | know petter as
your seluf voat es pest for you tosirg 1 If yon will
not sing all de rop Mlgtyodrhl will ‘not psy
you ein stiver,” Carestini b en offenss, llan-

¢l would have been compe'led to close his theater;
ut to eee ** Verdi prati,” gne of the most beautiful
thirgs in the world, sent , Waa, it must bs con-

fesred, & provoesation 'ikely to excite the bile of & man
more erduricg than Handel.

1t is easy to imagice that this eat of the blrod
must have generally broke forth when he was in the
exercise of his art. The mueicians in the orohestra
used to progoosticate the state of his temper b{: sign
which shows bow extremely i.m!m-ionbh was
 Handel wore,” says Burney, *' an enormous white
wig, snd, when things went well at the oratorio, It bad
a certain nod or vibraticn, which manifested his plea-
sture ard satisfsction. Without is, nice Lbesrvers ware
certain (hat he was out of humor.”

Whatever touched his musics]l senss exeited him
like the Pythoness upon her trigod. At the conduotor’'s
ditk be used to warn the chorus by calling out,
** Cborme;” and the three cotemperary biogra
coveur in saying that bis voice when he uttered that
word was *‘ ost formidable,” Miss Hawkiza, in her
Ancedotes, relates of him & circumstance, ' which
the Dean of Kapboe (Dr. Allot}, who remembers him
lives to tell: that Handel, beirg questioned as to hia
ideas and feclings when comgoni.l% the Allelgiah
chorus, replied, in his imperfect Englieh, *1 did think
1 did eee all beaven befors me, and the great Giod
bimself,' "

When he was comg:ning, his excitement would rise
to such & pitch that be would burst ioto tears, ** It is
said that a fiiend callirg upon the great musician
these pathetic worda, * He

when in the act of settio
guf men,’ found him abso-

was despised, and v jeote

luully sobbng.’

[ bave beard it related,” rays Shisld, ‘' that, when
Handel's servant used to bring him hia chocolate in
the mornieg, be often stood with silent sstonishment
to see bis marter's tesrs mixing with the ink as be
penned bis divioe notes.”

This mental ardor was probably the cause of his
employiog three or four languages at s time in
speaking as well as writing, He was s areaturs of
impulse, and neither said nor did the same thing
twice in the same manner. Each moment of his
life was an improvisation.

1t is & strange thing that this man, so inflammabls,
#0 acceseible to anger, and the transports of inspira-
tion, had nevertheless very moderate tastes, Ha ate
Intgely, but be seems to have Liad an exceptional and
urhealty appetite to satisfly. The following anscdote
is te be found in that little chrenicle which is attribm-
ted to every great man's life, Oue day, beiag obliged
to dine at & tavern, ke ordered enough for three, and
being impatient st the delay, he asked why they did
rot serve up. * We will do #0,"” said the hest, ‘' as
socn as the compay arives.” ‘' Den priog up fe tin
wer preatissimo,” replied Tlandel; *' 1 amde gompnoy.”
A tiple dinver seems a great deal, even for & famish-
irg mar, and it may be that the fact bas been wmagni-
fied for the sake ni the joke; but it appears certain
that he deserves the reproach of havieg been & gour-
mandy and too fond of go: d cheer. This isthe valner-
able ride upon which his adversaiies aiways atiack
him, and upon which none of his {riends have attempted
to defend him. Yet nobody bas scewsed him of gross
istemperance,

Haudel alwaya lived a very retired lits, aud never
married. He loved his mother with passionate af
fection, but no other woman occupies the smallest
place in the long career of bis life. When he wa
in Italy, & certain lady named Vittoria fell in love
with him, and even followed him from Vlorence to
Yenice. She was young, beautiful, aud a eong-
stress of talent, but Handel disdained her protesta
tiona. * When be was young,” says the author of
the Anecdotis of Handel, ‘two of his scholars,
Iadies of covsiderable fortune, were so much enam-
ored of him that each was desirous of & matrimo-
nial allianee. ‘The first in said to bave fallen a vis-
tim to her attachmeat. Handel would bave mar-
ried ber, but his pride was stuog by the coarss
declaration of ber mother, that »he never wiuld
consent to the marriage of her daughter wiik s fid-
dler; sud, indignant at the expression, he declined
all further intercourse. After the death of the
mother, the father rezewed the asquaintance, and
infcrmed him that all obatacles were removed, but
e replied that the time was now past; and the
yourg lady feli intoa decline, which scon terminsted
ber existence. The second attachment was a lady
splendidly related, whose band be might have ob-
tained by renouneiog his profession. That coadi-
ticn be reclutely refased, aud laudably dsolined
the connection which was to prove s restriction on
the great faculties of his mind.”

He bad, indeed, no other passion than fbab for
musie. **During the earlier part of his residence
in Loxdon, ke cften went to St I'sul's when the
a‘terncon service was finished. There, surrounded
by scme of his admirers, be delighted them by play-
ing cn the organ at thab eathedral, which he preo-
ferred to all o\kers. Night eame, and then they re-
tired to a neighboring tavers, the Queen's Arms,
where there was a barpsichord, which he would
play while he smoked bis pipe snd dravk his beer.
These were all bis plessuzes. Gradually, as he be-
came more absorbed in Lis sompositions and by the
eares of mansgership, he broke off all relations
wilh sociely. He refured every imvitation, aud
only amsociated with three intimate friends—'s
painted pamed Goupy; ome Hunter, a scarlel
dyer, who pretended s taste for music; snd
hin pupil and seorstary, Jobn Christopher Saith.’
He bad otkers in the city, but he seemed o thisk
that the homor of bis acquuintance was a sufficioat
reward for the kindness they expressed for him.
Hawkins says * that no impertinent visita, sad few
engogements to parlies of pleasure, were sufeced
to interrupt the course of his studies. Hisiaven-
ticn ever teeming with pew idess, ani his imps
tience to be delivered of them, kept him slosely
employed.’ He seldem left bis house, excopt to
40 to 1be theater orto some pictare-suction. He
was & conmoisieur of pictares, aod possed
some valuable orer. His sole smusoment waa to
go and tee exhibitions of them. But his blindoess
deprived bim of that pleasure & loag time before
his death.”

The fertility of Handel's gesius was weonderial.
His works altogether mumber 122, most of them
baizg of eonsiderable maguitude. His thirty-nive
operas are in three acte. His twenty-one oratorios
are a8 remarkable fur their extent as their excel-
lepce. Elis merite as a composer are briefly stated
s follows :

masit ceed from each other.
Bl.;]al'.:; ':;el:kg:.‘u ml’n Pl:os crestor. But among
men J intellect thero are certainly some who are more
itventive, or rather who discover mors 1han others,
Bax del is ove of these, Whataver the Kind of eom-
peeition, ke makes it his own, and his only, He

chargen or iscreasen it s0 83 W0 make qiite & new
thirg. This is what is ealied crcating.  Hisoratorion

sre cast in o deeper mold than any 00e clse has ever
imagited. They resemble nohl.g eive that has ever
beew beard before. As & ermposer of Italise oparss
te bed cpered fur himseif & new way evea in ltaly
As & writer of saered music, I kewise, he listoned W
rohirg but his own genius, and disdained to follow
the traces of Gemberf, of Palestrivs, and of Al Y
tor yet of the English eompoeers who bad prec
Lin — Byide, Gibbons szd Purcell, His ** Aathems'
reserve & very high religions sentiment, bat they
Enc an mdor ‘and & lyneal beauty previously ue-
krown in that species of composition. Hia prede-
cespOTR siu un the idea of mouks, filled with a grave
faith and svimated by an ethereal fervor, adoring God
in the depthe of their oloisters with & towching uso-
ticn; but he sets tefcre us sotive ard energstic men,
sirging erthosisatically under the canopy of heaven
the glories of the Qumipotent.

M. Ectalcher certsinly haa a elaim upon the
gratitude of the artistic public for his pains-takicg
a:d conscientious eflorin to present a complete
poriraiture of oue of its mos; illustrious represea-
tatives. His enthusinam for the subject sometimen
leads bim to a diffuseness of Jetail whish the gen-
eral reader may deem excassive; but the minu‘e
accuracy of his researches will be appreciated by
the musical amateurs to whom every particular in
the history of & grest musical geniue is & matler of
consequence, The American editor has msde some
chbanger in the arrangement of the differeat po--
tions of the work which greatly facilitate ita pe-
rusal, although he kas retained the whole of the
origital contents.

—

LEITERS ON THE CRISIS.

REDEMPTION OF WESTERN BANK NOTES,
o s Editor of TV N. T, Tribuna,

Bin: As s resident of the North-West, permit me to
nrge upen New-York bankers, merchants and others,
the importarce of acting at once in the establishment

of & Redemption Agency for placing the carrency of
1ligois, Wiscor sin sed sther States npon a fair footiag.
The present rate of exchange (10 per cent) is abso-
Iutely 1uizous to buyers and sellers, and is in B0 way
warranted by the intrinsic relative security of Esstern
ard Weetern batk-note circulstion. IHere, as in
New.York, our bank notes are abundantly secared by
publio #tocks, azd no leas to bill holders can arise.
Why is it that paper movey, indispensable *o our inter-
pations! trade, that is petfectly safe at home sad fally
secnted, should depreciate sa its circulation wideas,
and as its need to the community increases |

Come out here among us, snd find, ss you will,
Fastern mershants travelieg all through the country,
visiting their customera ard collecting their debts at &
monstrous sacrifice for exchange, equal in most cases
to he whole profit of & commission business. Aoy
plan by which our currency could be used in New-
York, as it ought to be, in payment of flour, wheat
and Western produce, and & rate of exchange thereby
ertablished at o little more than the cost of erpress
charges between our cities, would add immeasurably
tothe piosperity of the West, and enable all parties to
PAY fen per cent more indebtedness than they now can.
Our eurrency is fu'ly equal to your own. Who will
move to give it ita real value in your city? Itis ab
surd, vay, & grisvous wrong, that the present rates of
excharge should contione, Yours, CoN¥IDENCE.

Chwoge, Oct. 39, 1827,
PR

THE TIMES AND THEIR NEEDS.
Ta the Editer of The N. Y. Tribune.

Sir: Ieaw lately a Call for s Nationa! Conventica
of Mizers and Maoufacturers, to meet at Ksstos,
whoee object was ' to deliberate upsn the redustion
‘'of wages to meet the times.”

I thirk there bas never been a time when a National
Cenvention of maznfacturers was more necessary than
at present, though I bardly thick the only, or proper
ohject of coraideration of such & Couvention should be
** the reducticn of the price of laborto moet the thmes."

But a National Convention would seem to me to be
pecereary to reform the long credits reqaired of our
mesufacturers for their goods, This reforma‘ion is
founded in the necersity the menufacturer is under of
payivg cash for bis raw material, of cotton, wool or
+ilk, and cash for his laber, and at the same time he is
requited by the commission men to sell bia goods on a
creditof eight monthe, This can only be efficiently
brovght about by s concert of manufacturers, who
sbould meet for that purpose either in New-York or
Philadelpbia, and not at Easton,

Such & convention might well consider the tendency
which exiets at this time in labor-saving maohinery to
overproduction, and suggestiog some romedy tnerefor,
say & iimitation of the hours of labor required of
women and children, more particularly in our woolea,
#ilk szd colton manufsctories, The hours of labor
bave been fixed by public opinion for mechanical labor
at ten hours, Ten hours has been a fixed fact for
years for men, iu all our machine shops, locomotive
eriablisbments, and io the (iovernment works; and iol
a portion of the community having no power in the
cuptrolling of public opivion, the women and children
in all of our manufacturing works have been allowed,
if not forced to work, Summer and Winter, year after
year, from twelve t fifteen Lours per day, to the de-
struction of health spd lite—an outrage on humanit
little thort of Louisiana segro plactation life. Tois
speaks in condemnaticn of the men of the North, who,
by the rnﬂr t powess in controlling publis
opivion for themeelves, bave e:tablished ten hours
as a doy's labor for themselves, leaving out of
considerstion, women snd children; the wives and
dsughters of these men who reem to have firgotten
that they are lees able to perfurm thirteen hours as s
‘t:’ 's Inbor, than are they who bave iguably forgotten
them.

Perreylvania and New-Jersey have on their s'atute
booka strizgent lawe which, if enforced, would pro-
hibit the working of micors more than ten hours.
There .awe remain a dead letter, because the mafu-
facturer declares that unless he be allowed to work
twelve hours be carmct compete with the New-
Englszd msuufactuter, who works twelve hours. I
bave 10 doubt that the conclusion smived at bys
ccnvertion of masufacturers re g the whole
counhy would be that tes hours would be far better
than twelve. This reformation caunot be brought
about by isolsted State legislation; ceither can uai-
form laws regulatirg this matter be hoped for or ex-
pected In all of the Biates, hence the necessity of &
paticoal copvertion of manufscturers to dsliberate
upon this ard kizdred measures touchiog the wellare
of the whole wasufacturing interests of the couatry.

Carpot Tux TRipusx do something in this behalf !
The lessons of the tmes must be learned, aad il they
but teach this referm, then may we say—

e ed, vel s34 pemomacs,
Weaseih yet a jowed In 1o Deed.”
Patersen, Nov. 9, sl

CURREKRCY BUGGESTIONS.
To ths Editor f T IV, ¥, Tribuma.

Bin: A busicess experience of ifty years justifies me
perbaps it adding to the mumerous communications
with which cur ¢ai y journals sre filled on the csuse of
and remedy for the fizaccial reyulsions to which we
seem periodically subject, srd cve of which is sow
prestiog with slmoet equal fores upon all elaseeas in

our commut ity. ;
The esuse of our present most deplorab’e poeition I
}ave o beritaticn in tracirg directly to free trade.
Mot uuhisppily, this doctrine was adip'ed a4 the
wa' cbwerd of the Democratic paity, sod the leaders
1efuse to charge the polisy of the paity even mow,
wih ruch fesrfal evidence of ite eotire unfituess, nay
of its destructive bearirg upon sll our iuhugmi
ipterests, The bitter fiuits of this Anti-Amerisa
policy we are, alss, row resping; the iamocent
acd the guilty, thoee who opposed and those who wp-
be'd the system sre buried usder the same ruin.
Imports bave been lomd:gn us to anextet far
grester than the coustry required and far beyond the
ability of the exports proper to pay for. In the mere
attempt to liquicate the epormous debt, we bave been
draized io the lsst 12 years of mere than $250,000,00
of gold.  In not 1his mere statement of the case 8 suf
ficie ot proof that a policy which would have kep: this
I fe-blood dl:(cumin; in the m:ndc e hasy ‘r;'li:ﬁ;
the tyue policy for our eoun'ry,
for tke !z: ten years it would have averted the storm
which has made such fearful havee !

In it 6ot evicent tbat the late sevulsion hesbess
cavsed by ap expassion of ereéit, sad s contraction
the Imh’d aait, viz , gold, and M'hh"l"u"!"'
atd cortraction have been cauted by the ‘d‘k:““
whieh bas discoursged bome spd enovuisge aign

mazufactures ! 4
The true remedy is the
Bo much for the cHEEC o 1 that which bas

< ot e tREOT e
::‘l( l.::t‘erﬂttrp.?g;,ﬂf‘b:"!.“ the backs, and impoy-

rithed sl classes, 1l 8 protective tariff con’d go lato
‘...:,h. diate upﬂniol.l s coufident thet in twelve

H.

Let cur State Legivlaimre, ol its coming seesion,”

o ein g e o cxbg L Eoden

1 reac pecar-sbi the
f:::'h“l‘:m requiie the br:;'-u‘ J ‘.l;.l.r.

y ‘age eve =
I L A
+hall be 1ec uced to ihe poict at which I willvet
fitab'e to ehip rpecie. By applying such & break, the de-
structive rum of gold ‘out of the couctry weald be
checked, and impoita from Eureps wonld ot then be
pernitted to reach ruch as eatent s 2o Jes! or
mercharte and our baoks, Ah'nnm*ah(nar.

——————

A ROMANCE AT SEa)
——
Frow ia Crenve, New. 12, °

The Secretary of State at Madrid bas commue! -aind
to the Minister Plesipotentiary of the Usited Wistas 1
Spain the followieg jdeclaration. trasimitted througa
tte Minieter of Marire and made befce the eptsn
of the Port at Turajmu. by D, Jose Bosed, csplaa
of the Spari b brig Jacinta:

On the 22d of July last, at seven o'clock in the
morrirg, in porth latitude 37 deg, 8 min. and wesl
lorgituce 34 deg. 30 min,, baiog bourd for Spaia from
New.Orleans, afer being out thirty three days, I pec-
ceived s boat with ple wko were wavisg s v:h
banckerchlef and pullir g in the direction of my bryg.
Believirg they weze shipwrecked, 1 instantly gave
orders to bear down to them, acd, being side b
they teld me that two dayns befoie, being out
suit of & whale, they, d s quall, Eed jost
of their bask, in which they bad tef: behind the
of the captain, who was the men thet was speaking
to we, addivg that ¢he was in an interesting -
tico, bavizg with her besides a little boy azd twe otber
perrone,

A iittle further porth I parceived two cther Dosts,
all belopging to the American bark Alio, Cupt. Thoe.
H. Lawrence, of New-Bedford, whence be hed saliad
43 deys befere, The mer of the said boate, !llm
in all eigbteen, havitg been takenon b .
from fatigue, were provided with food s
acd seein the derpair of the caplain
the Joss of his family ard his versel in the mide: of the
rea, | recolved, at any hazaid, to go in qeest of thew
The stormy weather, the forelgn idiom ot the eapiain—
which did pot permit me to clearly undecstand the di-
rection where the bark might be fousd—the lime
P 4nd By 9w obLguths o comae sy crumy
thip, snd my own obligations to continue m
after h“irg’e.:perlemh,ndn,-d bad 'u{h.r—- "
these powerful reasons did mct induce me fo g.ve up
ny resolution of aiding those unfortusste men sad
copeoling them in their affiistion; treming to
Providence and mz good eause, 1 s*sered to the north.

We parred th without ivieg o= vu-h
aud IIFQ night oanr.lzlln; u'm hmhg, i

tide
L]
poti

ou1 purpose, we pasted it with the utmost vigilanee,
thur::‘ uhb. lllll-‘luﬂl “l’:““.:

ticn axd anxiety, which inczeassd my
cottinue my euterprise, The dawn of ihe id came
on, sed my vigilance was redoabled; at 10 a. m tbe
watch at the masthead desc ied & sall bearing N. N. E,
1 imundilm{ stood for it, sed with & freshening wind,
at 11 oelock 1 eistinguiehed & bark. 1isdoced ke
captain to go aloft, encouragitg him and trying o con-
tole bim in every possible manver, to ses ® Le
could make her ont, and at 11§ God bad crowsed m
uadertaking and fulfiled my wish—it was the bar
Alto. ‘lhe frameports of Capt Lawrence were Gh-
bourded; he embraced me aod cffered me & Iﬂ.:
amouct of mcney when ke should get on board, whic

1 refused, for 1 would not czowa my sct by

maont y.

“‘b{n a short distance from her, | lowered the bosta
end carried the crew and their captain to their bare,
where, in fact, 1 fornd & pecr yourg lady, with a babe
in ber a1ne, breathless and [n the 'ﬁ:. .

The capiaiv, after the first effusions of hia joy, re-

sted his offers, izaistiog upon wy mqpqli-

rece.vod

ut which I refured as Defore, and havi
my ehip

the benedictions of all on board, I retarced
to contiune wy voysge.

A STORY OF KANBAS LIFE.
———
From The Kome (N. ¥ ) Sentins, Koe 31

Dir. H, H. Pope, of this village, performed & sergical
operation en Wednesday last, upon the body of & mas,
s resldent of Verons village, which was ot oaly diffi-
cult, but the particulars connected therewlth of eome
interest. The man went to Kassas some two or three
yesra ago atd acquired some properiy there; be waa
one of the ' Free.State men” and belozged to J.m
Laze's party. Ove Sunday, last March, as the mam
parrales the occurremce, while he was st church im
Karsas, be was called out and informed thet three
men outside wished to see him  He weat out of
chorch, saw the men, who informed him thas
they withed to purchase corn of bim, leaming
that be bad some for saie; he told them that he
had the corn, but declived to go with the men thea,
sayirg that he would let them have the corn the next
day if they wished it, and wotid lesve the mosey
with & ceitain person who was then
men then told the fellow that they had a warrant
for bim, and took out a paper and showed it to k'm
As ke could not read it, he wished one of the mum-
ber, by the pame of Smith, to reaa it for him. h
stood with one hand within bis boeom om
side of his vest and said that his srm wes lame,
snd be could rot bold the papar to read it. Toe fellow
told them he shculd mot go with ‘hem; and while
they stood parleying, the wind blew Seaith's veet
parily open, revealing the butt-and of & cooked
tevijver, with Smith's firmly grasped hold of it.
The fellow said be sbould not go, snd starled to rele'n
into the church, whes Smith drew the revolver sod
fired several shots—one passing near the follow’s head,

g

one pear his wrist, one near his right Iu'g. sod antther,
which tock effect. sptered sear the |+ posing
upward atd toward the right side. Toe frllow wae

taken irto church sne ¢ ‘or by five or aix ladies
there—all the rest bavieg left snd no motice be'sg
taken of the occurrence. The feliow n
chureh all pight vomitirg blood very profusely,
ard rot espectlog to recover e waa laken oare
of, erd siter & few months' ilness, recovered,
an i has returned bome—the ball yet remsisiog in hnie
bedy. Dr. Pope made an ¢ xam!cation on W z
last, ard found rougly evrsonced near the upper ri
on the right side, the ball of the revolver. On makisg
s pretty wide incision with the knife, the dclor is-
troduced hin Instrument ard scon removed the obuuk
of lead, The fellow bore the tion bravely, sad
tock the ball away with him, lw& tkst he was
soon o return to Kaness, and that thst same bail
should take the life of Smith. He scemed %0 be of
pretty good grit, and quite willjpg to take bis chasces.

— A Kansas correspondent of The Si. Lowis Deme-
crat, writing from Lawrence on the 14th inst , saye:

* Becretary Stanton, wno has just been In town, ssyw
it virtually smouats o not submitting it et ail; that it

lu?'bmiout .Mhlwﬂlh:‘nhmwnmtl:
defest 1 usurpation. Repcr: se alker
o . uddv:n,::nl {0 e

Eﬁll to Washington with ihe sac .
nlhnjd-‘munbndhnﬂuq; bat for the
truth of the statement I cannot vouch "

The patriot who robbed the Rev. Mr. Ng'e iz Ker-
l“:“ihl rows Pod:l::tor. sed the - $2,000
e D il fCariotian L

=Suicine —The Hartford Courant of Tasedsy mors-
irg has the following :

“ A man by the pame of Soratus F. Noules, wbine
residence is in Longyard, Southwick, Mues . wh'le oo
a toor through this county, collec'ing and nlkha-bw_-
for a firm in Massachueetis, bo‘.n; scquainted with

Jeremy H. Holoomb, enq, R il_GfHHn ar-
1axged 10 spend the last Babbath wirh him. 18 re-
tired to bed about 10 o'vlock Ssturday e¥ P -

noise was beard in the chamber where be sleps sbo iz
7 o'clock Rabbath morzirg. by Mr Holoonl'sbrother
iwro alept in e, Tos o a'.:'?'.:";f-';' .?“rrm
jumpi . A

g:p};’ e dwul to bis cbamber dor to esll bim w

kfast; i soswer be oprued e dovs,
:' found ht;ﬁmnfad bythe ..J' by biscravas,

of his ., He immediately gave the sad
with Lis brother's sssistance, bim down {m-
mec iately summoned Dr. Ssaford of ; bus

j Iate to restore bim. He waa

:'o:;:tm knees nearly toucbed the ooz, He was

abont ﬁmndsﬁ. inb oo:‘ :;”“I:wm' of i~
zemplary babi s :

ﬁ;ﬂ::‘:i“mm’ family. He Ium.lnm”m

two chilc ren to mours. over the sad svert.’

Nangow Escarz oF a4 Raizroip Trais —Tie
Hamilton (Cavads) Banner suys:

“We sre loformed of an almoet ba'v's-breadih es
cage of an emigrant traic on the Grest Westers Reu-

wly,cnlh‘t ight of Monday Jast. ;‘n:. .nu::
Wellend Can 'Ilﬂll‘-‘lp!ﬂiﬂl'.:’. ey ot

s just previous to the arrival of b
m Dot been for snather acc.dent, we siogid bave
bad & repetiion of the Norwalk badge 'll‘? o the
Derjardicacatastrophe, Tha seow aad frow: wl ren-
deved the rails siippe:y, sod toue made it diffiali 0
stop the train, and the ooomolive Wil ttrowa off a
raile loke 1o the edge of tka c1a8) No oo we is-
fared, but it wes ors of the LA west weonen of
which we evir beard.



